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Project at a glance
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Red Rock Corridor

Washington County

Current Status: Extended
Alternatives Analysis

Preferred mode: Commuter Rail

New Starts or Non-New Starts:
New Starts

Cities served: Cottage Grove,
Denmark Township, Hastings,
Minneapolis, Newport, St. Paul, St.
Paul Park

Length of transitway: 30 miles

Number of stations served: 8

Anticipated annual ridership:
425,000 weekday riders

Total estimated cost:
$660,000,000 to $700,000,000

Timeline/Phases

2009-2011: Station Site Planning
and Environmental Analysis

2012-2013: Advanced Alternatives
Analysis and Environmental
Impact Statement

2014-2015: Preliminary
Engineering

2016: Final Design

2017-2019: Right of Way and
Construction (Phase 1- Hastings to
St. Paul Segment)

2020-2022: Right of Way and
Construction (Phase 2 — St. Paul
to Minneapolis Segment)

The Red Rock Corridor is a 30 mile planned commuter rail line utilizing the BNSF
Railway Company and Canadian Pacific mainlines, roughly parallel to Highway 61
and Interstate 94, running from Hastings to the Union Depot in downtown St. Paul
and to the Minneapolis Transitway Interchange in downtown Minneapolis. The Red
Rock Corridor includes the counties of Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington,
and the cities of Cottage Grove, Denmark Township, Hastings, Newport, St. Paul,
Minneapolis, and St. Paul Park. The corridor is shared with the Amtrak’s Empire
Builder service and the proposed Midwest Regional Rail high speed rail line to
Chicago. An investment in the Red Rock Corridor is a 3-for-1 public investment in
freight service, commuter rail and high speed rail.

The Alternatives Analysis completed in 2007, identified commuter rail as the long
term transit investment for the corridor. Expanding bus service, increasing bus
frequency and providing additional park-and-ride facilities are the adopted strategies
towards building transit ridership in the corridor prior to the construction of commuter
rail. The Commuter Bus Feasibility Study completed by the Red Rock Corridor
Commission in 2009 outlines a preferred service development plan that is both cost-
effective and generates a high level of ridership. A station area and site master
planning project for the southeast stations of the Red Rock Corridor is currently
underway. The work conducted for this study will be utilized in the development of
station areas that can serve express bus service in the interim and transition to
commuter rail in the long-term. The Departments of Transportation for Minnesota and
Wisconsin are jointly conducting a study to determine the preferred alignment for high
speed rail.

Board actions to date

Grants

e 2010 Capital Grant Agreement for Newport Transit Station: $2,550,000
e 2011 Capital Grant Agreement for Newport Transit Station: $225,000

e 2011 Capital Grant Agreement for Red Rock Corridor Station Area Planning
Project: $107,000

Funding commitments
None to date.

Letters of No Prejudice (LONP) approval
None to date.

Map of corridor on reverse side.
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